Volume 6, Issue 2
June 2019

CareerTEC Chronicle
“An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.”
-Ben Franklin

From the Director...
Consortium
Member Districts
 Dakota#201
 Durand #322
 Freeport #145

(including Aquin)

 Orangeville #203
 Pearl City #200
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CareerTEC Programs
 Auto Body
 Auto Mechanics
 Careers in Auto Technology
 Careers in Business
 Computer Information Systems
 Construction Trades
 Cosmetology
 Criminal Justice
 Culinary Occupations
 Early Childhood Education
 Graphic Design
 Health Occupations
 Industrial Technologies
 NJROTC

We have much to celebrate this
year! Our student enrollment, dual
credits in partnership with Highland Community College, industry
recognized credentials, and work
based learning opportunities have
grown. This year, over 1800 college
credits and 110 credentials have
been earned by our students. These
experiences in Career and Technical Education help our students
make it easier to define their next
steps, reduce their opportunity
cost, and stay connected to our
community. I am most proud of
the growth of students and teachers as they learned and taught employability and technical skills
while integrating that we each are
responsible to improve our community, take responsibility for our
personal conduct, and act with integrity.
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See us at:
www.careertec-il.org

Best Regards,
Jen Newendyke
System Director
CareerTEC
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As my final year with CareerTEC
comes to a close I am filled with
gratitude for ALL the people that
helped make this experience a success. It has been a privilege serve
our students, teachers, and community, and I will continue to do so in
my new role at the Regional Office
of Education for Stephenson, Carroll, and Jo Daviess counties. I wish
the new director, Mr. Brian Greene,
the best as he embarks on his new
journey.

Follow us on:
@careertec
@careertec

From the Director
A New Beginning:
Jen Newendyke
A Fresh Start
Brian Greene
An EPIC Field Trip
Outstanding Students
Excelling at Education
Small Town, Big Success
Good Luck Mrs. Hickey
Where Are They Now?

1
2
3
3
4
5
6
7
7

Page 2

A New Beginning

By: Christian Mackenzie & Taylor Swanson
cier and offered her the position of Assistant Regional Superintendent. After much time
and consideration Jen took the
offer and will be moving to
new position in July. She does
enjoy the CareerTEC system
and is happy to still be a part
of it. Her new job will differ
from the one she has right now
because she will be working in
a larger system and will have
more administrative duties.

Jen Newendyke has been the CareerTEC System
Director for eight years and has done an amazing
job growing CareerTEC’s programs during that
time. She went to college and earned a B.S. in Geography, with a minor in Environmental Science
at UW-Platteville and also earned her Teaching
Certification. She then worked at North Boone
Middle School teaching Geography, Health, and
Science. After which, she attended Walden University earning a M.S. Ed: Middle Level Education.
She then pursued further education at National
Louis University and received a Certificate of Advanced Studies (CAS) in Educational Administration. She said, “I am always up for learning new
things and I am always open to receiving more education.” After she got her CAS she applied for the
position at CareerTEC. It was a twostep process for her
to get in with a
rigorous interviewing process. After
eight years on the
job at CareerTEC
she
was
approached by the
Regional Superintendent Mr. Mer-

Jen’s staff said that they are
going to miss Jen’s knowledge,
her management style and excellent communication skills as well as her yoga
sessions she started with them. Jen will miss her
office staff who are always positive and willing to
help, her teachers who are always hard working
and dedicated to the CareerTEC programs. Additionally, she will miss seeing students out of the
classroom after they graduate and hearing the stories of how it was the class they applied most from
high school.
Good luck and best wishes to you and your new
beginning at the ROE. We are so happy for you!

Page 3

A Fresh Start for Brian Greene
During his eighteen years at Pearl City High
School, Brian Greene has helped write the curriculum, create new classes such as the 21st Century
Technology class, and teach hundreds of students.
Mr. Greene is ready to take on his next challenge
as the new Director of Career TEC. After an information packed and fun phone call with Mr.
Greene, we had the opportunity to learn about
some of his future goals, his past experiences in
life, his time spent teaching, and his character in
general.
He says he is nervous but also excited to start his
new job. He is prepared for a new leadership role
and welcomes the big change and has always contemplated the idea of being a part of the Career
TEC program commenting, “It’s a great program!” He says Career TEC can teach our youth a
lot about the career path they want to take while
also saving them significant of money later on.
Brian is excited to work with Career TEC’s staff
and commented that they are all wonderful people. Additionally, he stated the staff is easy to get

An EPIC Field Trip
The Careers in Business (CIB), Health Occupations
Youth Apprenticeship II( HOYA II), and Computer Information Systems (CIS) classes went on a
field trip to EPIC on April 2, 2019. EPIC is a billion-dollar health software company located in Verona, Wisconsin. The students took a tour of the
building and then had a Q and A session with EPIC
employees. They answered questions regarding
work responsibilities, education needed to work at
EPIC, the perks one receives and what attributes
ones needs to become a part of the EPIC team.
Some of the student’s favorite parts of the trip was
the elevator experience, taking a slide between
floors, and themed conference rooms such as Star
Wars. Additionally each part of the building had

Payton Hille & Darius Lewers

along with and
can’t wait to get
started.

He is ready to get
work done, prepare
students for the
work force, and
have fun as well.
Although, nervous
about taking on the
new role as the new
director, he feels
that he is ready and
equipped with the skills that he is such as: strong
communication, writing, speaking, quick learning,
organization, and being a people person. Brian is
an amazing individual and although he will miss
teaching at Pearl City High School and seeing his
students and peers, he is ready to put his skills to
the test as the new Career TEC Director. Welcome Mr. Greene; we are glad to have you as a
part of the CareerTEC team!
By: Christian Mackenzie & Taylor Swanson
themes as well such as: farm, futuristic, heaven,
etc.
The work environment is also quite unique in that
EPIC employees choose their own hours; the students perked up when that was mentioned. However, the employees have to get all of their work
done in a certain amount of time as well. Every
employee is paid a salary based on the amount of
work accomplished.
The trip gave great insight into the career fields of
computer systems and programming as well as
health occupations, and all thing business related.
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Outstanding Students of CareerTEC
As the 2018-19 year comes to an end, here at CareerTEC there are many scholarships and awards
given to one senior in each program. These students
have earned the title of Individual Program Outstanding Student and are the best CareerTEC has
to offer. Each teacher has nominated these students
based on attendance, grades, leadership skills, and
difficulties that were overcome.
Jonathan Gerdes, Careers in Auto Technology &
Service- Jonathan is a student at Freeport High
School whose passion for cars began when he was a
little kid. Since then, he has been working along his
dad’s side fixing cars. Jonathan commented, “It
has been a great experience and I have learned a lot
from the class” he said. His most memorable moment of the program was when he worked on an
engine swap of a 2004 Chevy S-10. His passion for
cars has directed him towards a career path he
wants to pursue. After graduating, he plans on continuing an apprenticeship as a diesel mechanic.
Holly DeWall, Careers in Cosmetology II- Holly is a
current student at Freeport High School and is
someone who has loved hair since she was a small
girl and pursued a career in cosmetology because
serving others is important to her. She loves the
cosmetology program because she likes the way the
curriculum is set up, working at her own pace to
master each skill, and obtain the confidence to back
it up. After graduation, she plans on getting her
cosmetology licenses as well as going to school at
Highland with a business major.
Isaac Martinez, NJROTC- Isaac Martinez is a Freeport High School student and is currently enrolled
in Freeport’s NJROTC. Isaac first signed up for
NJROTC after seeing cadets spin rifles, which
caught his attention and decided to sign up. Isaac
has had a wonderful time with “NJ” and enjoys it
because it is a student-run program with instruc-

By: Anthony Mannino

tors only there to sign any paperwork or checks
making the higher ranking cadets understand how
much planning goes into all the events and competitions they attend. “I am, and always have been
interested in the military to the point that not only
am I currently enlisted, but also counting down the
days until I leave for Marine Corps”. Isaac is someone who has a passion for the military and found
his career path thanks to the programs provided by
CareerTEC and Freeport High School.
Alyse Eshleman, Criminal Justice II- Alyse is a student at Freeport High School who she believes it’s
her duty to help people as well as the world to make
it become a better place. Due to this class, she has
learned new things about laws, terrorism, and corrections. “This program has prepared me for college”. Once Alyse has graduated, she plans on attending Highland to get her general educational
courses.
Essence Denton, Early Childhood Education- Essence Denton is a Freeport High School student
and was chosen as outstanding student for her
class, but was unavailable for comment.
Caitlin Chapman, Criminal Justice
Cait is a graduating senior at Orangeville who plans
on attending Highland Community College in the
fall. She was unavailable for comment.
Branden Mulder, Construction
Branden is a graduation senior at Orangeville and
was also unavailable for comment.
Devin Carlson, Culinary
Devin is a Pecatonica student and was unavailable
for comment.
Congratulation to each of you on your accomplishments and for being chosen as the Outstanding Student in your program.
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Excelling at Education
Every year the CareerTEC program gives scholarships and awards to seniors. All of the students
awarded were Individual Program Outstanding
Student Winners. The awards include the Overall
Outstanding Student, Karen Johnson Scholarship,
and Illinois Principal Association Student Leadership Award. The students were evaluated by Jen
Newendkye, CareerTEC’s System Director, in an
interview on April 18th. On May 10th there was a
banquet held recognizing each winner. Below are
the winner’s responses to the awards and summaries of their CareerTEC experience.
Overall Outstanding Student AwardAndrew Misek, from Freeport High School in the
Careers in Business II class, received this award
which included a $200
cash award. When
asked how he felt upon receiving the
award, he responded,
“It was a great opportunity.” He also explained his gratitude
for the Careers in
Business class helping him own his own business,
which he plans to expand in the following years
while attending Highland Community College for
an Associates in Business. Andrew started his business, Andrew’s Lawncare, in 2014 and serves
eighty clients annually with lawn care and snow
removal. Andrew’s business helped him significantly throughout his life and in part helped him
achieve this award.
Karen Johnson Scholarship- Taylor Swanson, a
Pecatonica High School student in the Careers in
Business I, received the Karen Johnson scholarship. The scholarship included $300 payable upon

By: Veronica Homan & Darius Lewers
the successful completion of one college semester.
Taylor plans to use this money when he attends
Carroll University pursuing a Bachelor of Science degree in Finance.
He was inspired to join
by his CareerTEC teacher, Elizabeth Hazzard.
Mrs. Hazzard was Taylor’s favorite part of the
CareerTEC program. She
led him towards his career path through the job
shadows her class offers. Taylor also won the Illinois Principal Association Student Leadership
Award, along with another student.
Illinois Principal Association Student Leadership
Award- Araceli Matamoros, from Freeport High
School in the Health Occupations Youth Apprenticeship I (HOYA) and
NJROTC classes, and
Taylor Swanson (see
above) won this award.
These students were
able to articulate their
leadership skills during
the interview. Araceli
learned leadership in
her NJROTC class and
compassion in her HOYA class. She plans to go to
Highland Community College to become a Certified Nurse’s Assistant in their Nursing program.
She loved working with patients in the clinicals the
HOYA class offers. Both students feel honored to
receive this award.
Congratulations on your hard work and accomplishments and good luck to you all!
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Small Town, Big Success
Megan Davis is one of many
success stories of CareerTEC.
Megan is a senior from Orangeville who is in the second year
Career’s in Business class (CIB).
The second year of CIB consists
of internships during the school
year. In some cases, these internships lead to a lot more
which is what happened for Megan Davis. Megan took CIB because she has always been interested in business and accounting
runs in her family. She recommends other students to take
both years of CIB because it
helps with interviewing skills,
provides you with skills you
could use for the rest of your
life, and because the internships
give you a lot of knowledge
about careers you might want
to pursue. Megan started her
first semester internship at Citizens State Bank in Lena. She
felt like it was the right place

for her because she would learn
significantly more there than
any of the other banks she considered. More than just business

was considered in her decision.
The fact that everyone there is
passionate, friendly, and nice
was also a large factor. Due to
the atmosphere at Citizens, she
asked if they would let her stay
for a second semester and they
happily agreed. Her internship
involves balancing accounts,
scanning and indexing the balancing she does, different things
with bonds but sometimes she
just has to do basic internship

By: Kaitlyn Williams
things to help the other employees. Megan loves her internship
because she has always pictured
herself in an office setting along
with the thrill it brings her
when she finally solves a really
difficult problem. With Megan’s
bubbly energy, friendly smile,
hardworking and positive attitude and intelligence, she believes those are some of the reasons Citizen’s decided to actually hire her to work as a bank
teller three days a week. Megan
plans to go to college at Highland Community College in
Freeport pursuing a business
degree and ultimately become a
Certified Public Accountant.
During this time, she will continue to work at Citizens. Megan
believes this internship helped
her realize this is what she
wants to do for the rest of her
life. Good luck Megan!
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Good Luck Ms. Hickey

After 13 years of teaching, Ms.
Hickey will be saying goodbye to
Freeport High School. She has
always taught Child Development as well as Parenting, Early
Childhood Education/Preschool,
Interior Design, & Future Educators classes at Freeport. Prior to
FHS she taught at Durand, but
because her children attended
school at Freeport, she made the
decision to teach there instead.
Both of her children graduated

from FHS, and something she
would never forget is handing
them both their high school diploma as a faculty member. She also
taught at Dakota, Aquin, and
substituted at other school districts in the area. When she came
to FHS there were two sections of
Early Childhood Education and
the school was running a preschool four days a week. Unfortunately, the school needed to cut
things from their budget and this
was part of it. Of all the classes
she has taught throughout the
years, her two favorite classes are
the Early Childhood Education
and Foods. She said the best aspect about her teaching career
was seeing her students grow and
mature. She had over 15 former
students from her Early Childhood Education that either come

Where Are They Now?

Cade Budenz, a 2018 Freeport
graduate, has a fascinating CareerTEC story. During high
school, Cade was enrolled in the
CareerTEC Industrial Technology program. This program devel-

By: Dulce Jimenez
back to Freeport to teach or are
teaching in another school district. She enjoys hearing/seeing
her former students choose education as their career as well as talking about recipes with her former
students who were in her Foods
classes. Ms. Hickey graduated
from the University of Iowa with
a Bachelors of Art Degree in
Family and Consumer Science.
Her plan after retirement is to
continue working at the part-time
job she has now and to travel
more and be able to see her children and relatives who live all
over the United States more. But
she won’t be completely gone
from FHS, Ms. Hickey may continue to be around once in a while
next year as a substitute teacher.
We wish you the best!

By: Carter Holland & Connor Shoemaker

ops the basic academic and technical skills students must acquire
to pursue a career in welding,
CAD, or manufacturing. After
high school, he enrolled in Highland Community College and
took an advanced welding class.
Right now, he is working as a pre
-apprentice and plans on going
into the union with his welding
skills. He currently works at Geostar Mechanical Heating & Air
Conditioning, and Industrial
Tech helped prepare him for
many day-to-day activities at his

current job. Cade recommends
this class to anyone interested in
welding or manufacturing. Some
of his favorite experiences came
from filed trips taken during class
because he liked being able to see
the application of things he
learned in class. Cade says
“Welding is a great skill and career to go in to. It may be difficult at first, but well worth it in
the end”. We’d like to congratulate Cade with his current success
with much more to come!

