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(including Aquin)
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 Careers in Business
 Computer Information Systems
 Construction Trades
 Cosmetology
 Criminal Justice
 Culinary Occupations
 Early Childhood Education
 Graphic Design
 Health Occupations
 Industrial Technologies
 NJROTC

2017 ended with some much needed
fiscal relief for CareerTEC. We received fiscal year 2017 state payments,
amounting to over $120,000 which is
part of $11.3 million paid out across
the state to Career and Technical Education (CTE) Systems, like CareerTEC. The CareerTEC system now
awaits for state funding for the current fiscal year, currently seven
months behind. Thankfully, federal
Perkins funds and local funds have
been flowing to keep programs and
services in place for students in our six
member school districts.
Up next, February is CTE awareness
month and when students start to
plan for next school year. CareerTEC
recently hosted two sophomore CareerTEC fairs to provide awareness
and exploration of the 14 regional programs available to juniors and seniors
enrolled in our member school districts. I encourage students, parents,
and community members to learn
more about our programs by setting
up a meeting with a counselor or my-
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self, or to visit our website for our full
2018-2019 CareerTEC course description guide, www.careertec-il.org. Visits
can be arranged through our office,
contact us at 815-232-0709 and we
would be happy to share the great opportunities.
Lastly, a big shout out to our Careers
in Business students and teacher for
putting together the following newsletter. The newsletter project is a great
opportunity for students to apply
knowledge, skills, and tools to meet
the goal of communicating the latest
happenings in the CareerTEC Education for Employment (EFE) system. It
is no easy task to initiate, plan, and
execute the variety of content, so
thank you!
Best Regards,
Jen Newendyke
System Director
CareerTEC
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Partnering Yields Community Success
Pretzel City Kitchens was recognized with
twenty other successful community collaborations during an evening reception at
Rockford Art Museum as the Rockford
Chamber of Commerce presents the first
Confluence Honors on 12/7/17. Per the
Rockford Chamber, the award recognizes
“organizations and people who have
thrived on collaborating or partnering with
other organizations and people to achieve
success for their business, organization, initiative, or community. A partnership can
be defined as any working relationship between a company, companies or persons for
a period of time that have worked together
to build strong business successes, positive
community outcomes and initiatives - just
good people working together to achieve great things that they could not do on their own.” People recognized for their work with PCK for this award include: Margaret Larson-University of IL Extension, Jen
Newendyke and Steve Konefes-CareerTEC, Evan Talbert-HCC, Marilyn Smit-M45, Carole DickersonCommunity Member, Chrissy Hatlak-Christina’s Bakery, Nancy McDonald-City of Freeport, and Bill
Green-Wagner House.

ECE Student: A Lesson for Today’s Youth
Lilianna Rodriguez is a Senior at Freeport High School, who is in the Early Childhood Education (ECE)
program. She speaks fluently in both English and Spanish and uses those skills to teach her students. I
recently had the opportunity to interview Lilianna, and was stunned at what she had to say. Her passion
for the program is amazing and inspiring. When I first walked in the room, I entered to see her reading a
book in Spanish to a first grade English as a Second Language (ESL) class. Here’s what she had to say.

Q1: Why did you take the Early Childhood Education Class?
“I want to be a teacher one day; so I feel like ECE will help me prepare to be a great instructor. It’s a
great way for me to see what it’s like to be around kids.”
Q2: What do you enjoy most about the class you help with?
“I love spending time with the kids and seeing their growth as students. It’s cool to see how they learn
and change over the course of the year.”
Q3: What do you find most challenging?
“I don’t find it’s very hard to work with kids, but sometimes they can be difficult when they decide to
ignore me. It can be hard to get through to them, but once you get them to pay attention to what you’re
saying, they eventually come around.”
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A Lesson for Today’s Youth (con’t)
Q4: What is something you wish you would’ve known before you
took the class?
“I didn’t expect much when I signed up for the class, but once
you start working with kids… it’s just a life changing experience that everyone should try at some point in their life.”
Q5: Any advice for future Early Childhood Education students?
“If you decide to take the class, always remember to stay positive and patient with kids.”
Q6: What do you do on a daily basis with your class?
“I sometimes read books to them, some are in Spanish. I also
give Spanish, English, and math lessons.”
Q7: Any final words?
“I strongly recommend the class to anyone interested in a future career working with kids. I love helping and educating
these kids on a daily basis.”

HOYA: Busy Learning & Giving Back
First year Health Occupation Youth Apprenticeship (HOYA) students were
busy during first semester learning about caring for others and ended the semester serving our community. This fall we focused on learning about ourselves, our
employers, and our patients who each had their own story to tell. We also
learned about holistic care and not just responding to symptoms. Some of our
highlight lessons were infection control, bed making, mental illness, and activities of daily living. We ended 2017 by hosting a successful blood drive, in which
many students faced their fears and gave blood themselves. The week before
Christmas break was our turn to serve others and give back to the community.
We made cards for the elderly, caroled in nursing homes, organized a local nursing home unit, rang the bell for the
Salvation Army, and volunteered in the classrooms at Jones Farrar School. To see the students light up and to hear
their reaction as they served, brought pure joy for this instructor. For some of the students, it was their first exposure to geriatric clients. It was also some of the students’ first exposure to assisting children, but no matter what the
situation was, they all did a fantastic job helping out.
The next semester will bring about a whole new world as our students become Highland Community College dual
enrolled students. They will learn more about patient care, continue in bi-weekly job shadows with our fantastic
partners, and begin the journey of clinicals on their way to becoming
CNA’s. There’s still a lot to be accomplished, but there is a bright
future ahead and sixty-one amazing students to be released into the
world of work in the very near future. I am so proud of each and everyone of them and thankful for all those in our community that help
make this program possible.
Stacey Vock R.N., HOYA 1 Instructor
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Computer Information Systems: Technology At Its Best
Doug Meyers, CareerTEC’s Computer Information Systems instructor,
gives students a base in computer engineering. In his class, students
will have an opportunity to become certified in Computer Hardware
and Software, A+ and Net+ for year two. In this course, students will
be able to learn object oriented programming and coding. Students will
also learn how to take computers apart and put them back together
from scratch. Most of the classwork the students complete is done during class on computers. Guest speakers are brought in to give the students an opportunity to hear from somebody in a job or career field
they are interested in. The students’ education extends outside the
classroom where they are given the chance to go on field trips and
choose places to job shadow during the year. This CareerTEC class will
give any student a great start if they are looking to excel in the field of
computers.

For more information about the CIS
program, contact Mr. Meyers at
doug.meyers@fsd145.org or
815.801.3825
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Former Culinary Student Takes on the Mad City!
Ashley Knipshield, a former Culinary student from Orangeville High School, found
CareerTEC helpful for building and refining her skills in Culinary and finding internships. Ashley strongly recommends the class for any future students interested in Culinary Arts and stated that you don’t need any prior skills. This class will also prep you
for the future if you are interested in a career in
Culinary. She mentions that Chef Steve, “Is very
supportive, loves working with all the students
and preps them well for Culinary school.” Currently, Ashley is working as a fry-cook at Knitty
Gritty in the Madison area and she loves the opportunity that she’s local. This class has absolutely prepared her well for the real world; making the
best meals and events that she hosts. Ashley is currently attending Madison Area Technical College pursuing a two-year degree in Culinary Arts
and plans to graduate in May 2019. Her dream job is to be a head chief
for a non-profit organization that helps people with special needs. Best of
luck to Ashley; we can’t wait to follow you and your successes!

CarereTEC Member District CTE Spotlight: Local Career and Technical Education

Orangeville’s Business Ed Department
In the spring of 2015, Mrs. Cathy Eberle, the Orangeville Business teaching veteran and long-time student favorite,
announced her intentions to retire in the spring of 2016. The district had the challenging task of replacing her and
fortunately for them, Mr. Joseph Piscotti, a 2012 Orangeville High School graduate, applied for the position. After
a one-semester internship with Mrs. Eberle, he took the reigns of the business program and made it his own.
Mr. Piscotti graduated from Highland Community College and continued to Columbia College where he earned a
Bachelors degree in Public Administration. Initially he thought about working in PA for a hospital, Park District,
or the government. Ultimately, he wanted to work where he could make the most difference and felt teaching was
the best way to accomplish that.
Orangeville’s Business program touts a diverse curriculum including semester classes of: Marketing, Advanced
Marketing, Accounting I, Keyboarding, Consumer Economics, and Computer Concepts. Computer Concepts includes an introduction to the following Microsoft courses: Access, Excel, PowerPoint, Publisher, and Word. Next
year Management will be added to the list of classes available.
When asked about the challenges of being a new teacher, Mr. Piscotti replied, “The prep time was definitely more
than I planned the first year. But, seeing a positive change in the kids makes it worth it and fun!” The piece of
advice he offered for students was “In every aspect of your life, whether it’s your health, school, or career, strive to
do the best you can.” We wish you the best of luck Mr. Piscotti, and are thankful you have joined the CTE family.
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Mall of Life: Money Does Not Grow on Trees
The Mall of Life is an event hosted by CareerTEC and held at Highland Community College focusing on
financial literacy. It gives roughly 500 students, ages twelve to fourteen, a life-like simulation of what
life is like after they graduate. Schools within the CareerTEC consortium attend such as: Dakota, Durand, Freeport, Orangeville, and Pearl City. They will utilize decision making, problem solving, and financial responsibility to finish the simulation. While
students are allowed to choose their career, they will be
randomly given a spouse and possibly children to take
care of. Students receive a checkbook and a salary to
start their “lives” with. Then, they make difficult
choices including whether to buy a house or rent an
apartment, what car to choose, food, insurance, and
more. Additionally, they also incur random bills such
as medical, dental, car breakdowns, and other “curveballs” life has to offer. The Mall of Life also teaches
students about economics, opportunity costs and tradeoffs associated with their decisions. The Mall of Life is a great opportunity for kids to practice communication skills, real life math, and it may give them a glimpse of what their future may hold. Mall of Life
will be held February 26-28, 2018. If you would like to volunteer to help call us at 815-232-0709.

Random Acts of Kindness
Just before the holiday break, CareerTEC’s Careers In Business (CIB)
class chose to give back to the community in the simplest of ways. The
students all took part in crafting handmade holiday cards and making
bouquets of flowers to give to people going about their everyday lives.
The students went to different local stores including Cub Foods, ShopKo,
and JCPenney. At random, they presented people with flowers and
cards and watched as these random acts of kindness enlightened the
mood by those who were received their gift. One student said “We
hope to continue doing positive things in the community and make it
a better place.” Our students enjoyed
this giving experience; perhaps more
than those receiving! They look forward to the next random act of kindness as a way to continue to
strengthen and grow the Freeport
community as a whole.

