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“What you do today can improve all your tomorrows.”
~Ralph Marston
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Another year in the books
with positive outcomes in
each of our programs despite being owed over
$187,000 in state funds. I
choose to focus on the positive feedback from our recent senior survey, as well
as the dual credit and industry recognized credentials earned by our students.
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57 HOYA students are
eligible to take CNA exam, 1 CIS student earned
A+ Comptia certification, 7
Culinary students earned
Food Sanitation Manager
Certification, all 4 Construction Trades students
earned OSHA general.
Lastly, it is my pleasure to
share that the United Way
of Northwest IL awarded a
grant to support our new
Community Outreach Coordinator, she is featured
on the following page.

Best Regards,
Jen Newendyke
System Director
CareerTEC, EFE #220
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Construction Trades Open House
The CareerTEC Construction Trades class is a hands-on-program all
about learning how to build and remodel houses. The class provides
on-site construction skills from laborer to architect. After learning
about and receiving safety and construction instruction in a classroom site, the students construct various structures depending on
needs in the community. Construction Trades gives students an opportunity to earn OSHA 10 hour certification
with the support of area industries. This is an
important class to take the first step toward success within the construction trades industry.
On May 3, students, parents, community members and professionals were able to attend the
Open House to show what the students learned
and accomplished this year. This year the students built continued
renovations on a 100 year old home in Freeport.

Community Outreach Coordinator-Kathy Drake
Hi Everyone,
My name is Kathy Drake and I am the new Community Outreach Coordinator. Kewanee is
my home town but married and settled in Macomb, IL. My husband in in the Ag industry so
due to a promotion we have just recently moved to the Lanark area. I have worked on
many educational grants through ROE #26 and Western Area Career System. My last was
Coordinator of STEP (Secondary Transition Educational Program) and Work-Based Learning
& CTE as well as Director of McDonough County Teen Court. I received my Masters of Education in Work-Force Education and Development from SIUC.
My husband and I have 3 amazing children. One is a senior at WIU, one is a junior at WIU,
and one is a senior in high school. Family time is definitely a priority for me. I enjoy water
sports, reading, DIY projects, walking, church, time with family and friends, and learning
anything new. I am trying to learn how to knit or crochet- which ever one comes easier for
me is the one I will do!
Everyone in the office have been incredibly helpful, friendly, and just plain wonderful. I am truly excited
about starting my new position as well as meeting and working with everyone!
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CareerTEC Outstanding Students
Zane Balmer
Taylor Brudi
Ian Devers
Austin Fox
Cammi Fraker
Christopher Hounnou
Zowie Kauffman
Ashley Knipschield
Berkley Phelps
Brian Welling
Alex Zueger

Freeport
Pearl City
Freeport
Freeport
Pecatonica
Aquin
Freeport
Orangeville
Dakota
Dakota
Dakota

Careers in Business
Health Occupations Yr. 1
NJROTC
Construction Trades Yr. 2
Criminal Justice
Health Occupations Yr. 2
Early Childhood Education Yr. 2
Culinary Occupations Yr. 2
Computer Information Systems Yr. 2
Computer Information Systems Yr. 1
Careers in Auto Technology & Service

Senior Christopher Hounnou of Aquin Catholic High School received a plaque and a $200 cash
award for winning the Overall Outstanding Student Award in CareerTEC. At Aquin, Chris was involved in many activities including PAWG, a pro-life awareness group; DAWG, a drug and alcohol
awareness group; Interact-Rotary Club; various fundraisers to help the homeless and those in
need, including a canned food drive, a toy drive for the Head Start children at the Boys and Girls
Club, and Change Wars in which the money raised was used to help build houses in Haiti. Chris
was also part of the Aquin Varsity Basketball team as well as their theatre department in which
he was the lead in four shows.
Chris said that the best thing about HOYA was the opportunity to grow and the relationships developed with peers, instructors and mentors. He said, “With that type of support and encouragement, you excel at what you do, becoming a better version of yourself.” The most valuable part
of taking HOYA was the learning experience and communication skills. Chris said that nearly
everything he learned in the class he put to use in real life, whether it was doing ADL’s (activities
of daily living) or going to a job interview stating, “what you receive in that program is for life.”
Chris strongly suggests taking HOYA, especially for students who are planning on going into the
health field later in life. He completed his Year II internship in FHN’s ER department.
In the future, Chris will be attending Rockford University where he will major in biology and then
will attend med school to finish his schooling to be a physician. He said he is glad he has had the
opportunity in high school to start his career by taking HOYA.
Congratulations also goes to Zane Balmer (CIB) who received a scholarship from Sawicki Motors
designated for a top business student in the area. In addition to being the Outstanding Student
in the Business class, Zane started and continues to run a successful car-detailing business. He
also enjoys buying and selling vehicles on the side, fixing them up if needed. Between his business sense, academic achievement and involvement in the community, this scholarship was well
earned!
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Success Story: former HOYA Student
Former HOYA Student - Ryan Newberry
Dr. Ryan Newberry
Captain, United States Army, Medical Corps
Fellow, Military EMS and Disaster Medicine
Associate Medical Director, San Antonio Fire Department
Staff Physician, Department of Emergency Medicine
San Antonio Military Medical Center
JBSA Fort Sam Houston, TX 78234

Ryan went to Aquin Catholic High School and graduated in
1998. Ryan became interested in HOYA after talking with a close family friend who was an ER nurse
at FHS and encouraged him to take the class. At the time, he had taken an interest in the popular
TV show “E.R.” and was asking a lot of questions about working in an emergency department. Recognizing this interest, she gave Ryan a HOYA application so he could see for himself.
When asked what the most important thing he learned while in HOYA, he said that it was the value
of great mentors and reciprocating the effort as a student to maximize those relationships. During
HOYA I, Ryan’s first clinical experience was job shadowing in FHN’s emergency department with
Roxann (the family friend who convinced him to take HOYA.) While it is fair to say that he was
“hooked” from day one, Ryan credits her with seeing something in him that even he didn’t know
was there. Over the next two years, she proved to be an invaluable mentor who opened doors for
him that helped him discover what he was truly passionate about. More importantly, Roxann started cultivating the intangible characteristics Ryan would need to succeed in medicine. Ryan stated,
“The ideals of personal accountability, humility, professionalism and teamwork that I use today as
an emergency physician started with Roxann and the HOYA program.”
Ryan said that the HOYA program not only opened doors for him, it showed him where the doors
were. HOYA, through the programs and mentors, provided the guidance and opportunities he
needed to find his way. The first-hand experiences he had as a HOYA student not only directly impacted his career choices, they also significantly contributed to defining the physician he is today.
After high school, Ryan graduated from Loras College with a Bachelor’s Degree in Biology. After
this, he worked as a firefighter/paramedic for both the Freeport and Rockford Fire Departments.
During this time, Ryan was fortunate to serve as a critical care flight paramedic for OSF St. Anthony’s Lifeline Helicopter. In 2009, he commissioned in the U.S. Army after receiving the F. Edward
Hebert Health Professions Scholarship to attend medical school at Midwestern University in Chicago. After graduating medical school, Ryan was promoted to the rank of captain and completed an
emergency medicine residency program at San Antonio Military Medical Center, during which he
was selected to serve as a chief resident. Subsequently, Ryan was selected for the Military EMS and
Disaster Medicine fellowship program, also in San Antonio. This fellowship will yield an second
board certification and a Masters of Public Health. Going forward Ryan will continue serving as an
emergency physician in the U.S Army, with a focus on battlefield medicine, flight surgery and military medevac operations.
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Outstanding Teacher Award
Elizabeth Chambers was recently named the recipient of the “IACTE New Teacher of the Year
Award” during the Illinois Association for Career and Technical Education annual conference.
The New Teacher of the Year Award goes to a full time classroom/laboratory Career and Technical
Education (CTE) teacher at the middle, secondary or post-secondary school level with three to five
years’ teaching experience. This award is given to an individual for “making significant contributions toward innovative and unique career and technical education programs and showing a professional commitment early in his or her career.” Ms. Chambers was nominated by her administrator,
Jen Newendyke.
Ms. Chambers has been the Program Coordinator and Lead Instructor for HOYA since 2013. Her
commitment to quality Career and Technical Education has contributed to an increased program
student enrollment of 60%, from 58 to 93 students from fiscal year 2013 to fiscal year 2017. During the same time period, assessment scores on the Certified Nursing Assistant exam have increased by six percent. Ms. Chambers’ connection to her students is strong and as a former HOYA
student herself, she knows where the program has been and has clear sights on excellence for her
students, herself, the program, and her community.
It is with sadness for CareerTEC that Ms. Chambers has decided to return to direct patient care, but
great news for anyone that is treated by her!

Pictured: Chris Kendall, System Director, IACTE President, Elizabeth Chambers, Instructor, Jen Newendyke, System Director
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CIB—Growing the Next Generation of Entrepreneurs!
The Careers in Business students worked hard
this past semester to create their own teen-based
businesses. The students identified a common
need or problem, developed a service or product
to solve that problem, and wrote a comprehensive
business plan detailing all start-up information,
and then pitched that idea to local business people and educators. The students enjoyed the project because it was very “hands-on and collaborative.” The students were pushed outside of their comfort zones having to talk to real
business people, but also said that the project helped them understand how to start and
manage a business as well as how to be responsible and manage time. They also said
the semester-long project helped them develop a greater understanding of what will be
expected of them in college.

A few congratulations to our NJROTC students!
Smashing their own National Record from last year by
7 points, the all girls team of air rifle shooting once
again hold the national champs crown!
A huge congrats to Cadet Lindsay Strohacker who was
awarded the Navy ROTC scholarship to the University
of Arizona. The scholarship is valued at $186,000.
Lindsay will be studying physics this fall. Lindsay did a
superb job leading the NJROTC unit this year as she
coordinated and executed every unit event. These efforts resulted in the unit being designated an honor
unit this year.
The NJROTC students had a great time helping the Sisters at the Madonna Renewal
Center in the old Saint Francis elementary school. They spent their time helping the
Sisters move baby furniture, bedding, clothes, and toys. They also moved some landscaping rock and helped with other miscellaneous tasks. “There is still a lot of work
to do but the vision and passion the Sisters have for this center is inspiring. We're
proud to be a part of this important effort in our community. Well done cadets!”
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Community Service Project
This year, three HOYA Year II students, Maddie Baer, Logan Mund and Sara Lenz decided to enhance the quality of living for patients who live in Stephenson Nursing Center who suffer from Alzheimer’s and dementia. The students decided to paint the walls with murals, decorate with a beach
theme and provide bedding for the patients. In order to accomplish this, all of the HOYA students
divided into teams for fundraising, collecting donations and design. The students were able to raise
money and collect donations from local community members in order to make this project a huge
success. Thank you students for doing such an amazing service for the residents!

Computer Information Systems Class
The CIS class provides students the opportunity to learn about computer hardware operation
and techniques of hardware systems analysis, troubleshooting and repair. Students also
learn about programming and will explore and manage Windows 7 operating system. Next
year, instructor Doug Meyers is excited to announce that they will be affiliated with Cisco Network Academy which offers real-world experience on actual Cisco hardware through Cisco
Packet Tracer. The best way to learn about networking is for students to see what happens
they connect devices and things. Cisco Packet Tracer is an innovative network simulation
and visualization tool that will help students practice their configuration skills and see the
results right from their desktops.
Successful completion of this course will allow students to earn up to 18 dual-credits by the
end of the two-year program. It also allows students the opportunity to test for certification
within the Microsoft programs. During the second year of the program, students are able to
participate in an internship. This year, a couple of students were able to work with Freeport
School District’s technology department. Their mentor, Lance Wheeler, expressed how valuable this class is as students are able to learn and grow via classroom lectures and labs as well as hands-on training in the form of internships. He also said that if students are thinking about pursuing a career in IT, they should
definitely consider taking the CIS class.
Students were also able to go on two field trips. The first was to TriRivers Datacenter. TriRivers formed as a joint
venture with Swedish-American Health System and FHN and has developed into a modern and cost efficient infrastructure which has resulted in a highly skilled Health IT organization. The students also visited Highland Community College’s data recovery system department.
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Mall of Life: A Financial Literacy Event
About 500 6th and 7th graders from surrounding school districts participated in a real-life simulation
event focusing on financial literacy. This event instills skills such as decision making, financial responsibility, problem solving, goal setting, and communication, which prepares students for making real-life
choices and achieving a successful future. The Mall of Life offers a glimpse into the realities of having
a career, earning a salary, and the obligations of daily life such as unexpected events (good and bad)
and bill paying. Students chose a career or were randomly assigned a career and then had to spend
their salary at a variety of stores. Students visited booths representing expenses most adults and families regularly face, including groceries, rent or mortgage, insurance, medical and car expenses, and
child care. Students learned to budget the salary they were given and make responsible decisions
about spending.
The students really enjoy their experience and learn about the decisions their parents and grandparents face and how they make financial decisions. Students from both Freeport middle schools, Aquin,
Orangeville, Pearl City, Dakota and Durand participated.
Teachers and guidance counselors in the schools prepared the
students for the event, teaching them basic check writing and
checkbook balancing skills.

Best Wishes Grads!
On behalf of CareerTEC, we would like to wish all our seniors good luck in their endeavors next year. We are
proud of them all and are grateful to them for making it a great year. We hope all our students know how
much we enjoyed watching them push themselves, learn new concepts and develop new skills. No matter
where their future takes them, we hope they continue to seek knowledge and remember the lessons they’ve
learned as they make their dreams a reality!

