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Teaching and Learning Services
Disability Support Services—provides quality, accessible programs and
services designed to ensure that all students with disabilities have equal access
to realize their full academic potential at RVC.

High School Connections—provides services and support to high school
students enrolling in college credit courses.

Testing Center— serves as the central testing location on campus for the
administration of a variety of examinations:
• Placement Testing (e.g. ACCUPLACER)
• Testing Programs (e.g. CLEP, National Registry of Emergency Medical
Technician (NREMT) and Federal Aviation Administration (FAA))
• Testing Services (e.g. proctored exams, accommodated testing) and
offered at Rock Valley College.

Tutoring Center—provides support for the academic development and
enrichment of students through free tutoring services provided by peer tutors.

High School Connections
What is the role of High School Connections?
•

First point of contact for all high school students seeking to enroll at RVC
and students currently enrolled at RVC.

•

Advocate on behalf of high school students to ensure an inclusive academic
experience.

•

Coordinate the RVC application processes and course registrations for all
HSC programs.

•

Support college readiness through testing services.

•

Work collaboratively with CEANCI, administrators and counselors across all
high school districts.

High School Connections
How does High School Connections support students:
•

Share midterm grades of at-risk students with participating high schools for
Running Start and Advance Now.

•

Forward transcripts to participating high schools for Running Start and
Advance Now students.

•

Provide streamlined academic and student support services (e.g. advising,
program planning, course registration, tutoring referrals, etc.).

•

Provide transfer/transition advising support to students seeking to enroll in
additional RVC programs and/or transfer to a 4-year institution.

•

Provide regular academic advising and access to student support services.

High School Connections Programs
Advance Now—part-time program that allows students to earn college credit that leads to
credentials of economic value. A partnership between Rock Valley College (RVC) and
Career Education Associates of North Central Illinois (CEANCI).

Running Start—dual credit program that provides students with an opportunity to enroll fulltime at RVC during their junior and/or senior year of high school while simultaneously
completing high school and earning an Associates degree.

Dual Credit at Rock Valley College—for students seeking to enroll in a college course
in order to simultaneously earn college credit and high school credit for the course.

Dual Credit at District High Schools—approved college credit courses taught by
qualified high school teachers or RVC faculty at the high school.

Dual Enrollment at Rock Valley College—for students seeking to enroll in a college
course in order to earn college credit only.

Advance Now Programs
2016-2017
College Credit Programs
 Allied Health (2 year program for Juniors/Seniors)
 Fitness Wellness Sports/Personal Training (1 year program, Seniors Only)
 Online Program (Juniors/Seniors)

Certificate Programs


Automotive Service Technology (2 year program, Juniors Only)
•
Automotive Engine Certificate
•
Automotive Suspension and Brakes Certificate



Fire Science (up to 2 year program, Juniors/Seniors)
•
Foundation of Fire Service Certificate
•
Emergency Medical Technician (Seniors Only)

Advance Now Programs
2016-2017
Certificate Programs


Basic Construction (1 year program, Juniors/Seniors)
• Basic Construction Certificate



Sustainable Construction (1 year program, Juniors/Seniors)
• Sustainable Construction Certificate

 Sustainable Energy Systems (2 year program, Juniors/Seniors)
• Basic Sustainable Energy Systems Certificate


Health Occupations(1 year program, Seniors Only)
• Nursing Aide Certificate



Welding Technology (2 year program, Juniors/Seniors)
• Assembly Line Welder Certificate

Running Start Program
2016-2017
What is Running Start?
The Rock Valley College Running Start program is a dual-credit program that
provides high school juniors and seniors the opportunity to take college courses
as part of their high school education.

Benefits of Running Start?
The Running Start Program offers several benefits for qualified high school students
to attend RVC full-time during their junior and/or senior year.
• 2-year Program—a degree completion program where students complete
their High School Diploma and Associate’s degree simultaneously during
their junior and senior year.
• 1-year Program—a non-degree completion program that allow students to
enroll in credit courses during their senior year.

Running Start Program
Pre-Qualifications Process
How are students pre-qualified for the Running Start program?
Students are pre-qualified for the Running Start Program by the participating high
school based on the following criteria:
1. Students must be on track to graduate high school at the completion of the
program.
2. Students must have a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 in high school at
the time of application.
3. Students must have completed the following courses with a grade of “B” or
higher:
• Both Algebra and Geometry
• Two (2) years of English
• Chemistry (2-year Engineering Program)

High School Connections
Program Expectations
 Attendance—Attendance is Mandatory and programs follow RVC’s academic
calendar located at:
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/Admission/academiccalendar.cfm

 Policies & Procedures—Students must follow RVC’s student handbook
located at:
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/StudentServices/studenthandbook.cfm

 Academic Success—Students must remain in good academic standing in
order to avoid being placed on academic probation and returned to high school:
• 2.0 grade point average (Advance Now)
• 2.5 grade point average (Running Start)
Note: Student progress will be reviewed at mid-term to determine students at-risk
of not making satisfactory academic progress.

High School Connections
Application Process
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Important Dates to Remember
Testing Requirements: Students will be tested in all three (3) areas (Reading, Math, English) in
order to determine program eligibility.


ACCUPLACER:
• Group Testing—Sign-up for “Group Testing” with your high school counselor.
• Individual Testing—Contact the RVC Testing Center to schedule a time to take
the test.

 Priority Testing Deadline: December 4, 2015
• High School Group Testing Sign-Up Begins—September 25, 2015
• High School Group Testing Begins—October 1, 2015
• Final Date to Retest—January 8, 2016
Application Deadline: All application materials must be completed and submitted to the High
School Connections office by January 29, 2016.

Questions & Answers

High School Testing
ACCUPLACER & CLEP
Sharon Jacobsen, Manager, Testing Center
September 25, 2015

Placement Requirements
College Policy
All new students interested in registering for credit course are required to meet placement
requirements by completing the placement test or by submitting ACT/SAT scores or college
transcripts. (RVC Catalog, p.14)

Current Practice
Course placement in Reading, English, and Math is determined by the best combination of
the following:

•

ACT scores in Reading (19), English (19), Math (18); SAT scores also considered

•

College transcripts including AP & CLEP scores

•

Teaching and Learning
ACCUPLACER Placement Test scores are used if the above are not available or did
notServices
result in college-level placement

ACCUPLACER Placement Test
The Purpose:
• To assist with determining the appropriate level of coursework for entering students.

The Tests:
•Reading Comprehension (20)
•Sentence Skills (20)
•Elementary Algebra (12)
•Arithmetic
•College Level Math
•WritePlacer

The Specifics:
•
•
•
•
•

Computer-based & adaptive
No time limit
No fee (1st time); $5 re-test fee/subject
Immediate score results
No translators, calculators, other
websites
• Requires photo ID (HS ID accepted)
• Testing accommodations approved by
Disability Support Services (815)9212356

ACCUPLACER Content
Reading Comprehension
Measures your ability to
understand what you read, to
identify main ideas, and to make
inferences.
Measures your ability to
distinguish between direct
statements and supporting ideas.
•
•
•
•
•

Identifying Ideas (main,
secondary, supporting)
Inference
Applications
Sentence Relationships
Author’s Purpose/Rhetorical
Strategies

English (Sentence Skills)
Measures your understanding of
sentence structure.
Measures your ability to
understand the logic of sentences,
as well as, the relationship
between sentences.
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Recognizing Complete
Sentences
Coordination and
Subordination
Agreement
Modifiers
Diction/Logic
Sentence Structure
Sentence Boundaries

Elementary Algebra
Measures your ability to perform
basic algebra operations and to
solve elementary algebra
concepts.

•
•
•

•
•
•

Integers and Rationals
Linear Equations
Quadratic
Expressions/Equations
Algebraic
Expressions/Equations
Inequalities
Word Problems and
Applications

GUIDE TO ACCUPLACER PLACEMENT SCORES
October 2014

READING COMPREHENSION
70 – 120

Reading level sufficient for college-level credit courses

56 – 69

RDG 099 Reading & Study Skills Improvement

See College
Catalog online
for course
descriptions

If both original test & re-test reading scores are between 65-69, student may accept placement
into RDG 099 or may request to take the Reading Appeal Test (DRP)

41 – 55

RDG 096 Essentials of Reading

35 – 40

RDG 080 Basic Reading Skills

34 or below

May not enroll in credit courses at this time; discuss re-test options with Testing Center staff

SENTENCE SKILLS (ENGLISH)
76 – 120

ENG 101 Composition I, if Reading level is also sufficient for college level credit courses

67 – 75

ENG 099* Introduction to College Writing or the Writing Sample Option (See Back)
*ENG 099 requires a Reading Comprehension score of 70 or above or concurrent enrollment in RDG 099

66 or below

ENG 099* Introduction to College Writing
May be advised to take ENG 097 Essentials of Writing and/or ENG 082 Basic English Skills; consult with an Academic Advisor
*ENG 099 requires a Reading Comprehension score of 70 or above or concurrent enrollment in RDG 099

ELEMENTARY ALGEBRA
81 - 120

College-level math course(s): MTH 100, 115, 120, 132, 216, 220

77 - 80

MTH 093 & 094 or MTH 115 or MTH 220 - To enroll in MTH 115 or MTH 220 at this level, requires a
Course Pre-requisite Waiver Request Form; form is available in the Testing Center or Records & Registration

61- 76

MTH 093 & 094

45 - 60

MTH 091 & 092 or MTH 096A or MTH 096S

33 - 44

MTH 091 & 092 or MTH 096A

32 or below

Take ARITHMETIC test for placement

Meet with an Academic
Advisor to select the
correct math pathway for
your major (815) 921-4100

Re-Testing
GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT RE-TESTING ACCUPLACER
One (1) re-test in each subject area is permitted. There is a $5.00 fee for each subject area re-tested. Students must wait a
minimum of 1 day before re-testing. Students are advised to use their one (1) re-test option wisely. Without study and
preparation, it is unlikely that placement will change.
Highest scores are honored and your placements are final once you have completed all re-test/appeal options (as described
below).
Re-testing after 3+ years is permitted (not required) if the student has not taken a course in that subject area. A withdraw (W)
or a letter grade earned is considered as having taken the course. However, If you have a grade of a D, W, or F you may have
to work with records to register.
Talk to an Academic Advisor if you are unsure of what choices to make based on your placements. Contact the Advising
Center (815) 921-4100 or www.rockvalleycollege.edu/Admission/Counseling.
High School students There are two testing cycles for High School/Dual-credit students: January through June and July
through December. The student taking ACCUPLACER for the first time may re-test one additional time in that same six-month
cycle. If the student does not take advantage of the re-test in the first testing cycle, the re-test is forfeited. In every cycle after
the first, the student may take ACCUPLACER one time. Specific programs (i.e. Running Start, Advance Now) may have their
own requirements. If college-level placement is not achieved during high school years, the student is permitted to test and retest again prior to his enrollment as a traditional college student. For more information, contact the High School Connections
Office at (815) 921-4080 or www.rockvalleycollege.edu/StudentServices/HSConnections.

PREPARING FOR A RE-TEST

TOP 100 Best Performing
National CLEP Test Centers

TOP 5 Rock Valley College District
High Schools by CLEP Test Volume 2014-2015

Harlem High School

Loves Park

Illinois (59)

Belvidere High School

Belvidere

Illinois (20)

Belvidere North High School

Belvidere

Illinois (18)

East High School

Rockford

Illinois (16)

Guilford High School

Rockford

Illinois (16)

CLEP College Composition
& Harlem High School
The Objective:
•Provide Grade 12 students with a
rigorous, college-level, composition
course aligned with the previously
taught dual-credit course, as well
as, the knowledge and skills of the
CLEP College Composition exam.

•Provide an opportunity for
students to earn college credit by
taking the CLEP College Composition
at Rock Valley College.

At a Glance
Fact Sheets
https://clep.college
board.org/exams/
offered

CLEP College Composition
& Harlem High School
The ‘Remarkable’ Results:
Enrolled in H.S. Course

71

Took CLEP Exam (January 2015)

50

21 Did Not Take Exam

Passed Exam

48

ACE recommended score of 50+

Did Not Pass Exam

2

Score below 50

Average Exam score

55.73

Pass Rate

96%

Military Pass Rate 69% (2014)
RVC Pass Rate 76% (2014)
Civilian Pass Rate 83% (2013)

Individual Credit Awarded @ RVC

ENG 101

3 Credits

Total Group Savings @ RVC

144 credits &
$13,104 tuition

